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Pauatahanui Residents Association 
Minutes of the Management Committee Meeting held at 325 Gray’s Road at 7.30 pm on Thursday 20 November 2008.
1. Present.  John Malsher [Chair], Alan Gray [Secretary], and Mike Conroy [The Incorporated Society Rules for PRA stipulate a quorum of 3 for the Management Committee]. 
2. Apologies:  Kay Middleton, Janet and John Mazenier, Lynette Wharfe, Mary Dighton and Nicky Chapman. 
3. Minutes of the previous meeting: The minutes of the previous meeting of Thursday 16 October  2008 were approved-moved: Mike; seconded: Alan
4. Matters arising from the Minutes:  
4.1. Pauatahanui Village Strategy – The 5th and final public workshop run by PCC on developing a Village Strategy for Pauatahanui Village will be completed on 25th November. This should finalise an action plan which will then be published and go to Council and other organisations as recommendations for action. 

4.2. The Draft Porirua Development Framework- This is a continuation of a process that PCC began in 2007 to develop a guiding document that is intended to influence how and where the city will develop over time. Submissions have closed and public hearings will be held on 8th and 9th December at the PCC’s council Chambers. Copies of all the submissions and a summary of them can be downloaded from the Council’s website  www.pcc.govt.nz   
4.3. A History of the Pauatahanui Area– The Pauatahanui History Group is continuing its work on a proposal for a book on the history of the Pauatahanui area. This proposal was not ready for tonight’s meeting and will be presented to PRA in the New Year. 
4.4. Proposed Plan Change 7 to the Porirua City District Plan “Windfarms.” –Preserve Pauatahanui Inc. has invited PRA to a coordinating a meeting between organisations on the Puketiro Windfarm on Monday 20 October at which PRA was represented.  There is no further information on the Puketiro Windfarm at this time. The group agreed that- 

· the opportunity to meet had been useful

· the different groups will continue to have different points of focus which will be important for each to pursue but that the sharing of information (to avoid duplication and maximise benefits) is important

· there is no need to set up any subcommittees or different lines of communication at this time.

· the members of each group will take the discussion back to their respective groups and look to meet again in 4-6 weeks time

· each group will write to Porirua City Council  expressing concern over delays in addressing the landscape issues and Plan Change 7 

 

5. General Business

5.1. Presentation by Chris Kirk-Burnnand and Deidre Dale, both members of a Trust established to promote the development of a Performing Arts Centre in Porirua and who requested a meeting with PRA to discuss it. . They made the following points-

· Both Chris and Deidre have been intimately involved with Whitireia Polytechnic Council which has a small but important performing arts section which has a strong visual image and is well respected nationally.
·  For the last 3 years they have been pursuing the vision of building a performing arts centre in Porirua which would seat 450 people and provide the appropriate acoustics for performances. There is a lack of suitable venues with the appropriate acoustics in the region. The new Events Centre theatre cannot provide suitable acoustics for top class performances. 
· They have consulted with Ken Gorbey, an international expert in such venues, and others; and Athfield Architects have produced concept designs.
· The proposed site is on the polytechnic campus and provided by the Education Department. It would overlook the waterfront. Parking for 400 cars is available at evenings and weekends on campus.  
· The total funding required in 2013 is $11million. $9 million of this is the capital cost for the building which they propose sharing equally between the Performing Arts Centre Trust, Whitireia Polytechnic, and PCC. The other $2 million is for an Endowment Fund to help meet annual operating costs, estimated at $600,000 per year which they would propose sharing jointly with the Endowment Fund, Whitireia Polytechnic and PCC [$200, 000/year each.]. The Endowment Fund would be raised by the Trust giving them a total of $5 million to raise publicly; and they have appointed a fundraiser for this. The theatre would be available to commercial interests as a performance venue and they had visited a similar venue in Manukau which is cash positive after 5 years operation. They consider the theatre would be a relatively modest cost to the Community for the asset they will get.    
· They emphasised that this proposal is not Council driven. They need Community support from the beginning when they start fundraising; and they would also like Community support to have this proposal included in the Long term Council Community Plan [LTCCP] so it can be considered for funding of $3 million alongside other projects. They also emphasised that any costs to Council would have to be satisfactory to all concerned. 

· At this stage they are looking for conditional support only so that it can be considered for inclusion in the Councils LTCCP. Any enquiries by members for further information please contact Chris Kirk-Burnnand  at chriskb@autostop.co.nz
6. Other business

6.1. Transmission Gully Motorway-  A recent meeting of the Transmission Gully Action Group [TGAG]  which PRA is represented on; agreed to hold a meeting with the Transmission Gully Project managers to get an update on progress with planning for the Motorway; followed by asking for a meeting with  the appropriate Minister[s] in charge of transport and infrastructure.  Given the planning that has gone into TGM and the Governments stated commitment to increase infrastructure spending; TGM’s advanced state of planning means that it could probably be started in the near future, and therefore might attract some priority

6.2. Pauatahanui Burial ground. – Sharon Evans provided an update on the Burial Ground. Progress is being made on establishing a legal right of way for access to the burial ground in negotiations with St Albans Parish. A geophysical survey commissioned by PCC using ground penetrating radar has identified a probable 28 further grave sites previously unidentified. A scale plan has been produced to help visitors identify graves and specific heritage roses. A landscape plan is being produced and how restoration might proceed.
6.3. Proposed extensions to the Pauatahanui Inlet Pathway:  Porirua City Council had put the Pauatahanui Pathway Project on hold after concerns were raised about the design by PRA, PICT and GOPI. A new project team has now been assembled and includes Jason Harvey-Wills as project manager, John Edgar (roading design & safety), and  Andrew Gray  (landscape and walkway design). They will also be including specialist advice from Clive Anstey, [landscape architect], and Christine Foster [ planning consultant] and others as required. A meeting has been called for 2nd December at the Bradey Room, Whitby from 7-9pm to which PRA has been invited. 
6.4. Battlehill Farm Forest Park Management Plan On November 3rd 2008 Regional Council voted to release the Draft Battlehill Management Plan for consultation. Council have agreed to remove all wind turbines from within the park boundaries but still wish to allow for a Wind Turbine access road through the park as well as possible turbine blade flyover and to install cables to connect the wind farm to the national grid. Regional Council also voted to extend the consultation period through to February 28th 2009. The draft plan can be viewed at http://www.gw.govt.nz/council- reports/pdfs/reportdocs/2008_759_2_Attachment.pdf The changes are hi-lighted in yellow and the Puketiro wind farm section is 3.62-3.64. This is your chance to have input into the Plan so please make submissions. Note: This only relates to Battle Hill land and not the Puketiro Wind Farm forest area.

 

7.    Correspondence:

7.1.1. Various PCC committee & other papers.

7.1.2.  Puketiro Group Liaison Meeting Minutes [21/10/08] Sent to MC.

7.1.3. Letter from PICT informing that on 18 October 2009, the Pauatahanui Wildlife Reserve Committee marks the 25th anniversary of the turning of the first sod of the Reserve and asking if local organisations could also helped celebrate this anniversary? [04/11/2008]..

7.1.4. E-mail from Councillor Tim Sheppard commenting on the Councils Long Term Plan. [10/11/2008] Forwarded to members.

7.1.5. Letter from Diane Boyack thanking PRA for its help with the SH58 Flighty’s and Murphy’s road junction. [11/11/2008]  

7.1.6. Regional Parks Report 2007-08 from GWRC.[ 07/11/2008]

7.1.7. Report from Sharon Evans on the September meeting of the Pauatahanui Burial ground mangers and an update. [13/11/2008]. Circulated to Committee members. 

7.2.  Outward

7.2.1. Letter to Mayor Jenny Brash thanking Council for its prompt response to concerns about safety at the Murphy’s Road,/Flighty’s Road/SH58 junction. [18/10/2008] 

7.2.2. Reply to St Albans Church about removal of macrocarpa trees. [18/10/2008]

7.2.3. Account to PCC for refund of $434 for Village Strategy workshop expenses.

7.2.4. Letter to PCC in support of restoration changes to Taylor Stace Cottage. [27/10/2008]  

8. Date of Next meeting – To be confirmed depending on issues to be dealt with. . 
    John Malsher
Chair

Pauatahanui Residents Association

Website www.pauatahanui.com 
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